
 

 

 

 

 

"Our mission is to bring the good news of Jesus Christ's love to our entire community through 

traditional Anglo-Catholic worship, fellowship, outreach, and Christian formation." 

Our Vision: “We strive to be a haven of healing, reconciliation, joy and peace in service to our wider 

community and beyond, so that our example in prayer and practice may reflect Christ’s love for us all.  

 

THIS SUNDAY — February 11, 2024 

“A Lamp Shining in a Dark Place” 

 

 

 

 

Never is the light of a lamp—no matter how 

faintly it may shine—more welcome and 

cherished than when it shines alone in a dark 

place. Light is almost always welcome, except 

when people do things they would rather not 

have others see. But when we have several 

lights making a place bright, no particular light receives our concentrated attention as 

much as when there is only one light in a dark place. 

 

The prophecies that were communicated to the Israelites throughout the centuries were 

like a lamp shining amidst their darkened lives. Sometimes the prophets spoke harshly 

about the injustice and the lack of compassion that those who ruled, and those who 

followed the rulers were characterized by, but in the prophets’ messages there was 

always hope of a new kind of relationship with the Creator and with one another—one 

based on justice, peace, and love—if peoples’ hearts turned to the Lord. 

 

The season after the Epiphany is the season of Light. What the readings selected for 

this season bring us is a message of light in our own darkness, beginning with the 

manifestation of God’s Light to the World—Jesus Christ Our Lord—to the magi from 

the East, and culminating in the dazzling light of the transfigured and glorified Jesus, 

manifested to His three closest disciples, as a foretaste of His final glorification after 

His death and resurrection. 



The message of salvation we have received through our faith in Christ Jesus has been 

handed down to us through the conduit of His first followers, who put it in writing 

themselves in some cases, and in other cases handed it down to others who put it in 

writing for us to read nowadays, more than twenty centuries later. But even during the 

time of Jesus’ first followers the forces of darkness tried to put out the Light, by 

confusing the first converts, and making them doubt the authenticity of the sources. 

 

At all times there have been those who have doubted the message, and those who have 

even attacked it ferociously, because they cannot bear the Light in their lives, nor want 

the Light to reach others.  

 

During Jesus’ time and after His death and glorious resurrection there was a multitude 

of religions and philosophical trends in the world, and it was common for people to 

think of a new message simply as some new fad that someone had made up. 

 

This is why the Apostle Peter, in his Second Letter, clearly states, “For we did not 

follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of His majesty.”  And here Peter 

makes reference to the voice they heard during Jesus’ transfiguration, which he, 

together with James, and John, were direct witnesses of. 

 

It is evident that we, 21st-century Christians, are not direct witnesses of any of the 

things that the first followers said and wrote about Jesus. However, their congruence 

with the Old Testament prophecies, the deep conviction with which they were written, 

and the transformational power that they have had throughout the centuries, clearly 

show us they constitute the Lamp that shows us the way to true Life. 

 

It was no mere chance that in the Transfiguration passage Jesus is accompanied by 

Moses and Elijah, the major representatives of the Law and the Prophets respectively. 

Jesus is clearly seen as the recapitulation of the Old Covenant, and the dazzling light 

that shines on His face and garments is the true Light of the world. 

 

Living in the in-between time as we do, when God’s kingdom has been inaugurated, but 

certainly not fulfilled, we had better, as Peter instructs his readers to do, “be attentive 

to this (the prophetic message) as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns 

and the morning star rises in our hearts.” 

 

Fr. Carlos E. Expósito 

 

 



Readings for the Last Sunday after the Epiphany: 1 Kings 19:9-18   1 Peter:1:16-21    

Psalm: 27:5-11   Mark 9:2-9 

 

 

CALENDAR 

 

Note:  We worship in our historic church. The service will also be on Zoom. The 

service time is 10am. Tuesday Noon Mass and Friday Morning Prayer at 10:00am are 

held in All Saints’ St. Mary Chapel 

 

SUNDAY     February 11  The Last Sunday after the Epiphany 

                      10:00am Mass in All Saints’ Church 

                      Join Zoom Meeting from our web site at www.allsaintschurch.org 

                      Recording of Mass available at www.allsaintschurch.org 

                      Christian Formation and First Communion Instruction for Children 

                      Ages 5-12 in the Parish Hall from 10:00am-10:45am 

                      Adult Christian Formation Meets this Sunday, February 11 at noon 

                      in the Rector’s Office and the Library 

 

TUESDAY  Shove Tuesday  Confession available from 9:00am -11:00am 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY  Mass at 7am and Noon with Imposition of Ashes 

                                       Solemn Mass at 7pm with Imposition of Ashes 

 

THURSDAY  Spanish Class on Thursdays, from 1pm-3pm in the Library. 

FRIDAY      11:30am Great Litany 

                       12:00pm Via Crucis 

                       12:40pm Way of Love Lenten Study Group (Rector’s Office)  

 

SUNDAY  February 18, 2024  The First Sunday in Lent 

                      10:00am Mass in All Saints’ Church 

                      Join Zoom Meeting from our web site at www.allsaintschurch.org 

                      Recording of Mass available at www.allsaintschurch.org 

                      Christian Formation and First Communion Instruction for Children 

                      Ages 5-12 in the Parish Hall from 10:00am-10:45am 
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                      Adult Christian Formation Meets next on Sunday, March 10 at noon 

                      in the Rector’s Office and the Library 

 

 

OUR CORE VALUES:  

 

• Welcoming strangers like old friends 

• Embracing the Anglo-Catholic tradition 

• Being dependable members of a caring community 

• Respecting each other's differences 

• Being faithful stewards of God's gift 

• Remembering that God loves everyone unconditionally 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Anglo-Catholic Parish in the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego 

www.allsaintschurch.org 


